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Western Gateway Evaluation Tool – Key Features 

The Evaluation Tool is intended for use by the Planning Officer responsible for preparing the Local Plan during the spatial strategy stage (e.g. Regulation 18). It 

supports the early integration of health and wellbeing considerations into the decision-making process by assessing the potential health impacts of development 

plans and proposals. Future recommendations and actions may require monitoring to ensure that they are implemented. It is acknowledged that the Tool 

represents an assessment at a specific point in time. As such, it should be reviewed and updated periodically throughout the Local Plan process, with a clear audit 

trail maintained to document to record this. 

 

This document sets out the methodology underpinning the Evaluation Tool and serves as a practical guide for its use. 
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Scoring Criteria 
The ‘Scoring Criteria’ tab of the spreadsheet offers a detailed overview of the three-point scoring system for each screening topic, as shown in the extract below. 

Its primary purpose is to ensure a consistent approach to evaluating each topic. By providing clear criteria, it helps maintain objectivity and fairness in the scoring 

process, facilitating more accurate and reliable assessments. 

It is suggested to implement a more detailed scoring system at a later stage of the planning process. This enhanced system will help identify strong positives and 

negatives more accurately once additional details regarding the proposal are known. 
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Screening Topics 
Each screening topic has its own tab, with the example below displaying access to health, social care services, and other social infrastructure. The Evaluation Tool 

provides a list of sources for both quantitative and qualitative evidence, along with stakeholders to consult to better understand the impacts. Officers should identify 

the origin of the information used and provide appropriate references or hyperlinks to the supporting documents where necessary. 

The 'Potential Health Impact' cell features a drop-down menu to score each question as positive, neutral, negative, or uncertain. Additionally, there are text boxes 

to enter recommended actions based on the potential health impact and any monitoring and evaluation to be undertaken. Recommended actions should be 

considered only if applicable, particularly in cases where a low score has been identified. 

 

Future Considerations 
Several questions have been excluded from evaluating the Potential Health Impact as they are more suitable for later stages of development. These questions are 

listed under 'Future Considerations' for each screening topic. Optional tick boxes are available for indicating particularly positive potential or particularly negative 

impacts, if these are known at this stage. The tick boxes in this section will display ‘FALSE’ by default. If selected, they will display ‘TRUE’. 
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Appraisal Framework 
The Appraisal Framework tab consolidates the potential health impacts scored for each screening topic into a single sheet. This offers a visual summary of the 

development's potential health impacts. Access to health, social care services, and other social infrastructure has been filled in as an example to demonstrate the 

Tool's functionality. 

 

Outcomes 
Sites that perform well in the Evaluation Tool may be taken forward through the Local Plan process. Sites that perform poorly should either not be progressed or 

should first be subject to appropriate mitigation measures, as outlined in the recommended options, to improve their evaluation outcomes. 

 


